REAL    CHRISTIANITY
those to whom Parliament signified freedom, and books,
wisdom. Professor Einstein, when he refused to return to
Germany, was offered academic posts in the United States
and in England, and Commander Locker-Lampson's hos-
pitality; Oxford and Cambridge indicated their disapproval
of the Third Reich by refusing to participate in celebrations
at Heidelberg University, and when Dr. Rosenberg, a Bait
who had been largely responsible for formulating Nazi
foreign policy before Hitler became Chancellor, visited
London, he was given a chilly reception.
Yet if the main current of opinion was hostile, some there
were whose hearts responded to Hitler's acts and ideas. To
them it seemed fitting if not desirable, that Parliament and
books should burn. They recognised a vague kinship with
this violent gesture of impatience with the spoken and
written word's supremacy. Even when their lips spoke
against it, their blood was for it. The Nazi who said: 'When
I hear the word "culture" I cock my pistol/ was easily pre-
sented as a destroyer of civilisation; but how if civilisation
deserved to be destroyed? How if there was no civilisation
left to destroy, only debris, rubbish, easily inflammable?
Then the flames which consumed the Reichstag, and All
Quiet on the Western Front, and sexual research institutes,
were purificatory, necessary perhaps.
As many adhering to the Left journeyed to the U.S.SJR..,
there to offer thanks and admire all that they were shown,
so did their corresponding type of the Right make Hitler
their hero and the Third Reich their paradise. If the
Rev. Hewlett Johnson detected in the Soviet regime the
highest extant realisation of Christian principles, Major
Yeats-Brown, after searching for and finding a guru whose
guidance he could accept, made the more guarded statement
that it was his "honest conviction that there is more real
Christianity in Germany to-day than there ever was under
the Weimar Republic.*1 A debate between the Dean and
the Major on what constituted 'real Christianity * would have
been illuminating, but was not arranged. Corresponding
1See European Jungle.
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